- 





" jjbiADOPARTBRS EIGHTU ARM 'Mjf ' - 
^ United. States Army . -W 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 


Yokohama, Japan 
-26-Janua-ry 1949 
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OF AMERICA 

of America 
OF 'AMERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF A?-ERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF AMERICA. 
OF AMERICA' 
OF A-ERICA 
OF A?!ERICA 
•OF AMERICA. 
OF AIERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF AFRICA 
OF A'ERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF AMERICA 


VS SEIJI NOZAKI 
VS CEIYOSEI SHIMODA 
VS YOSKIO SKINGO 
VS EYOMO KASAI 
VS TOICHI TAKA 
VS YOSO SAKAI . 

VS UKOSUEE MOTOMIYA 
VS TOJIRO YAN'AGIZAWA 
VS ISABURO ISHII 
VS TAZUKO ISHIHARA 
VS ^AKAKO KAGIKARA 
VS SEITARO FUJISAKI- 
VS NAOZO ISFIDA-'- 
VS' KAZUYA SAKAKIBARA 
VS KANJI NEMOTO'- 
VS JIMBEI- AOYAGI 
VS SHOTARO SUGO 
VS TOMOICEI SUZUKI 


Review of. the S t aff Judge Advocate 

1. The attached record of trial of the case of Seiji Nozaki, 
Chiyoshi Shimoda,' Yoshio Shingo, Hyomo Kasai, Toichi Taka, Yoso Sakai, 
Unosuke.Motomiya, Tojiro Yanagizawa, Isaburo Ishii, Tazuko Ishihara, 
I’akako Hagihara, Seitaro Fujisaki, Naozo Ishida, Kazuya Sakakibara, ’ 
Kanji Nemoto, Jimbei Aoyagi, Shotaro Sugo, and Tomoichi Suzuki tried 
at Yokohama, Japan, from 12 Aoril 1948 to 13 Tr ay 1948, by a Military ' 
Commission appointed by paragraph 4, Special Orders No. 75, Head¬ 
quarters Eighth'Army, United States Array, dated 1 April 1948, having 
been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, this review thereof is 
submitted to.the Commanding General, : ' 

Personal Data Concerning'Accused 


NATE:. Seiji Nozaki 
AGE:.\,-. 59 

RESIDENCE: - No." 5 Otamachi, Kana- 
zawa-Shi, Ishikawa Prefecture 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Brother, sister- ' 
EDUCATION; Graduate "'Military 
Officers 1 School 
VOCATION: Professional soldier 
MILITARY CAREER: Graduated Mili¬ 
tary- Acadi'emy 1912, commissioned 
2nd Lt; continuous military 
service until 1945; highest rank 
attained, Lt General. 


DATE OF CONFINFJ33NT: 12 March 1947 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
13 "ay 1948 

DATE OF ACSaJfITXAL : 13 "ay 1948 


NAME: Chiyoshi Shimoda DATE OF CONFINE’ENT: 20 February 

AGE:- 47 1947 

RESIDENCE: No.. 648, Shimoasawo, DATE OF ARRAIGN!TNT: 12 April 1948 

Kawasaki-Shi, Kanegawa PrefecturePLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
MARITAL STATUS: Married PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 


RELATIVES: Sister 
EDUCATION: Graduate of Army 
College 

VOCATION: Farmer, ■’ . 

MILITARY CAREER: Graduated Army 
.College; commissioned 2nd Lt 
19F4; continuous military service 
to 1945; highest rank attained, 
Colanel 


PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
13 May 1948 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 May 1948 

SENTENCE: CKL for forty (40) years 
CLE:ENCY RFCOMMENDED BY CO;V f ISSIOF: 

N© 
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OF AMERICA 
OF l :ERICA 
OF AMFRICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF Af •ERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF A T "TRICA. 
OF A?1ERICA' 
OF A'FRICA 
OF A?TRICA 
OF AMERICA. 
OF AMERICA 
OF A1TRICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF A*ERICA 
OF AMERICA 
OF AMERICA 


VS SEIJI NOZAKI 
VS CEIYOSEI SEIMCDA 
VS YOSEIO SEIN.GO 
VS EYOMO KASAI 
VS TOICEI TAKA 
VS YOSO SAKAI . 

VS UNOSUKE MOTOMIYA 
VS TOJIRO YAN'AGIZAWA 
VS ISABURO ISHII 
VS TAZUKO ISHIKARA 
VS FAKAKO KAGIEARA 
VS SEITARO FUJISAKI~ 
VS NAOZO ISHIDA" 

VS KAZUYA SAKAKIBARA 
VS KANJI NEMOTO 
VS JIMBEI- AOYAGI 
VS SHOTARO SUGO 
VS TOMOICEI SUZUKI 


Review of. the Staff Judge Advocate 


1. The attached record of trial of the case of Seiji Nozaki, 
Qhlyoshi Shimoda , 1 Yoshio Shingo, Hyomo Kasai, Toichi Taka, Yoso Sakai, 
Unosuke. Motomiya, Tojiro Yanagizawa, Isaburo Ishii, Tazuko Ishihara, 
J'akako Eagihara, Seitaro Fujisaki, Maozo Ishida, Kazuya Sakakibara, ’ 
KanjI Nemoto, Jimbei Aoyagi, Shotaro Sugo, and Tomoichi Suzuki tried 
at Yokohama, Japan, from 12 April 1948 to 13 T "'ay 1948, by a Military 
Commission appointed by paragraph 4, Special Orders No. 75, Head¬ 
quarters Eighth'Army, United States Army., dated 1 April 1948, "having 
been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, this review thereof is 
submitted to.the Commanding General, 


Personal Data Concerning Accused 


NAFF: ■ 
AGE:. • 


Seiji Nozaki 

59 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 12 March 1947 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 


RESIDENCE: - No." 5 Otamachi, Kana- PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 


zawa-Shi, Ishikawa Prefecture 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Brother, sister- * 
EDUCATION; Graduate Military 
Officers' School 
VOCATION: Professional soldier 
.MILITARY CAREER: Graduated Mili¬ 
tary Academy 1912, commissioned 
2nd Lt; continuous military 
service until 1945; highest rank 
attained, Lt General. 


PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
13 T ey 1948 

DATE OF AC33HTTAL : 13 r 'ay 1948 


NA!*E: Chiyoshi Shimoda DATE OF CONFIJJE'F.NT: 20 February 

AGE:- 47 1947 

RESIDENCE: No.. 648, Shimoasawo, DATE OF ARRAIGN 1 TNT: 12 April 1948 

Kawasaki-Shi, Kanagawa PrefecturePLACF OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Jaoan 
MARITAL STATUS: Married PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 


RELATIVES: Sister 
EDUCATION: Graduate of Army 
College 

VOCATION: Farmer, . 

MILITARY CAREER: Graduated Army 
.College; commissioned 2nd Lt 
1924; continuous military service 
to 1945; highest rank attained, 
Colonel 


zrijtiKs r* wj. iuxnu. -l 9 u ayau 

PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
13 May 1948 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 May 1948 
SENTENCE: GHL for forty (40) years 
CLE:FNCY RFC0 T, HENDED BY COMMISSION: 

No 
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NA??E; * Yoshi'o Shingo .' 

AGE* . 39 -E • ' .. •' - i.;> 

RESIDENCE: Chiba. Ken, Katori- 
Guni Ruga Mura, Toyomi 3 ", 

IJARlTAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: None 
EDUCATION: 4^- years military 

• /school. 

VOCATION: • Farmer' ■ • 

MILITARY fCARFRR: Entered Army. 

• 192.8.^discharged 1945; highest 
.rank/ attained, 1 "a j or 


DATE OF CONFINE!*ENT: 27 September 

1947 

DATF OF ARRAIGN?'ENT: 12 April 194#®“ 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
"13 May 1948 ‘ ’ ' 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 ’"ay 1948 
SENTENCE; CEL for five (5) years 

“ .Clemency rfcoj'hended by commission: 

V. /No ■ 


* * -N 




NAME: Hyoma Kasai ..M W COjJFINEJf KT: 29 September 

AGE: 52 Ar:/.■ * 1947 

RESIDENCE: ?54. Minami-rGhitospt; DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 
Machi, Nagano-Shi, Nagand■ • PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 

Prefecture- • ' ■ PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 Aoril 1948 to 

MARITAL STATUS: Married a fitf* > . 13 fMay 1948 

RELATIVES: v, 2 brothers h*i DATF OF ACOUItt/.L: 13 ,r ay 1948 
EDUCATION: 11 years 
•VOCATION.:, None '• v . . h. . 

-MILITARY CAREER: Filtered -Army 

I 917 » • -Pvt 2nd Class ,’ attended J 

Army; Officers ’ School .,1929 to i ; . „■. 

I 93 O;■ continuous military : com- . • ■ ' ■ • ■ : 

missioned service to August „ ' .. . . 

1945; 7 highest rank attained, : 

Major . ... 


NAME: • ■T.oichi Taka 
AGE:' .': 31 ■ ;; • 

RESIDENCE:-. Todahind, Yamakumi- 
T 'Mura,. Nomi'-Giin, Ishikawa 
Prefecture • 

MARITAL STATUS.;. Married- 
RELATIVES; 2 brothers., 1 sister, 
■ mother ,. • : i -■ 

.'EDUCATION:. Graduate of Nippon * 
University 

VOCATION:' Lumber business . 
MILITARY CAREER: Entered Army 
February 1940, discharged- 
August 1945, highest rank 
attained, 1st Lieutenant 


NAME: Yoso Sakai. 

AGE:. 36 

RESIDENCE: No.. 2 , Nakamichi, . 
Fushiki Machi, Takaoka Shi, 
Toyama Prefecture: 

MARITAL STATUS:. Married 
RELATIVES: 4 -brothers 
EDUCATION: 8 years . : 

VOCATION: Farmer 
MILITARY CAREERt Entered Army 
January 1931,' served until 
October 1944;- discharged Octo¬ 
ber 1944 and re-entered Army i 
early 1945; highest rank at- ' 
tained, Lieutenant 


DATF OF CONFINEMENT: 27 June 1947 

DATE OF ARRAIGN?.®NT: £ 12 April 1948 
• PLACE OF TRIAL; Ypkohams, Japan 
. PERIOD OF TRIAL: T2. April 1948 to 
13 May 1948 ? • ' • 

DATE OF SENTENCE:- 13 May 1948 
SENTENCE: CEL for five (5) years 
■ CLF?®NCY RECOi'MENDED BY CO T YiISSION; 
No •. • • ;. •; ' 

* A, l • 

•C ■ t, i « 


DATE OF COJIFINErOSNT: 13 February 

• 1947: ; . V - ' 

DATE OF ARRAIGN?TNT.: 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF-TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF"TRIAL: 12 Aoril 1948 to 
■ 13 May 1948 

DATE - 0,F /CM MITTAL: 13 May 1948 
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NAM'D; » Yoshio Shingo - • 

AGBV:- 39 - • • •• • i 

RESIDENCE: Chiba .Ken, Katorl- ‘ 
Gun; Kuga Mura * Tby.omi • 
■:fcL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: None 
EDUCATION: 4^ years military 

•; -school 

VOCATION:", Farmer- ; 
MILTTARYfCADfER: Entered Army, . 

- 192.8.; ^discharged 194?; highest 

.rank-attained, ’Major 


27 September 


DATE OF CONFINE!TINT: 

1947 

DATF OF ARRAIGN?"ENT: 12 April 19 

PLACE OF TRIAL.: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
- . ’13 'fJay 1948 1 ■ 4 *. 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 ’"ay 1948 
SENTENCE: CEL for five (5) years 
“ .CLEMENCY RFC03 '1 'TENDED BY COMMISSION: 

V. .No ■ ■ 





, > ; 


NAME: Hybma Kasai * 

AGE: .52 
RESIDENCE: 254. Minaml-Chitase' > ;• 
Mach.i, Nagano-Shi, Na'gandl. 
Prefecture- ■ .. jM: 

. MARITAL STATUS: Married *4 vYY i 
RELATIVES: - . 2 brothers •■ -M 
EDUCATION: 11 years 
. VOCATION: a None 
■.MILITARY CAREER: Entered -Army 
.1917, Pvt 2nd Class,’ attended 
.. -Army Officers' School .1929 to 
( 1930 ;• continuous military : eorti- 

missioned service to August 
1945('highest rank attained, 
Major 


DATE OF CONFlilETENT: 29 September 

1947 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 Aoril 1948 to 
; 13 rMay 1948 

DATF OF ASOUItt/.L: 13 ”ay 1948 


* . '{ 


NAME:' 1 ;T.oiChi Ta-ka 
■AGE 31 

RESIDENCE:-. Todahind, Yamakumi- 
’Mura ,.- Npmi'-Gitn, Ishikawa 
■■i* Prefecture • . • 

MARITAL 'STATUS.;. Married 
■ RELATIVF.S: . 2 brothers, 1 sister, 
mother 

■'EDUCATION: Graduate of Nippon < 
University . •.. 

VOCATION-:” Lumber business 
MILITARY CAREER: Entered Array 
February 1940, discharged - 
August 1945, highest rank 
attained, 1st Lieutenant - 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 27 June 1947 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT* 12 April 1948 
• PLACE OF TRIAL; Ypkohama, Japan 
. PERIOD OF TRIAL: T2. April 1948 to 
13 May 1948 M - 

DATF OF SENTENCE:- 13 Kay 1948 
SENTENCE: CEL for five (5) yeahs 
CLF?DNCY RECOMMENDED BY CO T Y?ISSION: 

No ■■ • , ■; 4 


NA’D: Yoso Sakai . . • 

AGE:- 36 

RESIDENCE: No. 2, Nakamichi, 
Fushiki Machi, Takaoka Shi, 
Toyama Prefecture. 

MARITAL STATUS:. Married 
RELATIVF.S: 4 "brothers 
EDUCATION: 8 years ..." ; 

VOCATION: Farmer 
MILITARY CAREER: Entered Army 
January 1931,' served until 
October 1944;- discharged Octo¬ 
ber 1944 and re-entered Army in 
early 1945; highest rank at-" 
tained, Lieutenant 


DATE OF CONFI'NE: p ENT: 13 February 

1947 . V •' ’ 

DATE OF ARRAIGN?TNT.; 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF-TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
• 13 May 1948 . 

DATE-OE ACQUITTAL: 13 May 1948 
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A 

NAME:. Unosuke Motomiya 
AGES .46 

RESIDENCES' No.34‘48 If, Sawara 
Machiy Sawara y 'Nh tori-Gun, 

Chiba Prefecture- 
MARITAL STATUS-: • Married 
RELATIVES 1 ' 4 sisters * • 

EDUCATIONS10 years " ' " : 

VOCATIONS Lumber company employee 
MILITARY CAREER: • None 




1 December 


DATF OF COiTFINETrs-ur ■ 

194-7- ' •. 

DATE. OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 

PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD'-OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
• 13 May L948 

DATE OF SENTFNCE:. ■ 13 7 -'ay 1948 
SENTENCES CHL for five (5) years 
CLEMENCY RECOMJENDFD BY COMMISSION: 

' .MNo 


NAME: . Tojiro Yanagizawa 
AGE:/ .62 -I '- / ‘ 

RESIDENCE: Chita Ken, Katori- 
Gun, Sawara Maohi, Taiuku #1864 
MARITAL; STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: 3 sisters v 1 brother 

EDUCATION: 4 years elementary 

School .' • 

.VOCATION. Laborer 
MILlTAI^- CAREER: None 


DATF OF COiEINEMEUT: 1 December 

1947 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL:. 12 April 1948 to 
13 May 1948 

•DATE OF SFNTENCF: 13 May 1948 

SENTENCE: ■ CFL for one (1) y.ear 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMISSION: 
No • 


‘NAMES' ’ "I'saburo. Ishii' - . ••• 

AGE:; 57- v 

RESIDENCEs • jl.996. Tera-juku, Sawara 
Maohi, Cbiba-Ken 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: 1 brother, 1 sister 
EDUCATION! 4 years elementary 
school 

VOCATION: Dyer 
■MILITARY CAREER: None 


DATE OF' CONFINEMENT: l"December • 

1947 

DATE-jOF ARRAIGNMENT: , 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF TRIAL: : Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
13 M ay 1948 

DATF OF SENTENCF: 13 ' ay- 1948 
SENTENCE: CFL for one (1) year 
CLFME.NCY RECO T ’T®'NDED BY COMISSION: 
No. ' 


NAME : Tazuko- Ishihara 
AGF r 30 

RESIDENCE: A-83 Chiba Prefecture, 
Katori-Gun, Sawara-Machi 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: ; Husband, father, 
mother • 

EDUCATION: 8 years 
VOCATION: None 
MILITARY CAREER: None 


DATE OF CONFINF'FNT: 18 February 
1948 

DATF F ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
. 13 May 1948 

DATE OF ACQUITTAL: 13 *'ay 1948: 


NAME: . I'.’akako Hagihara 
AGE: . 23 

RESIDENCE: A-1800, Chiba Prefec¬ 
ture, Katori-Gun, - Sawara-'"achi 
M-ARITAL STATUS: Single 
RELATIVES: Father, sister 
EDUCATION: 10 years 
VOCATION; None 
MILITARY CAREER; - None 


NAME: Seitaro Puiisaki 
AGE:. Not shown 
.RESIDENCE: Not shown 
MARITAL STATUS: 'Not : shown 
RELATIVES: Not shown 
EDUCATION: Not shown 
VOCATION: Not shown 
MILITARY CAREER: Not shown 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 18 February 

1948. 

DATE OF ARRAIGN.MFNT: 12 April 1948 
PLACE OF .TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 
13 May 1948 

DATE OF . CfUITTAL: 13 1948 

* * • • 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: Not shown 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 

PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PFRIOD. OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 

DATE OF SENTENCE: None 

SFNTENCE: Severed 

CLEMENCY RECOWNDED BY COMMISSION: 
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NAME: Naezo I^hida - 7 •; ' DATE OF camNFI’ENif: Not shown 

AGE: -Net^-shown ' .• DATE..OF. ARRAIGNMENT:- : 12 April 1948 

RESIDENCE:- Not shown ~ "“PLACE* OF TRIAL". Yokohama. Japan 

MARITAL .STATUS: Not shown PERIOD OF TRIAL-: 12 April 1948 to- 

RELATIVES: - Not showft. ‘ ; 23. April 1948 

EDUCATION': Not: shown, DATE Of, SENTENCE: -None 

VOCATION: Not shown TTO-LLE'J?',S0SSED: - • 2^-•April 1948 

MILITARY'CAREER: Mot shown' CLE?*ENCY -RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 


NAME:'.. Kazuya Sakakibatra ' ’ DATE OF CONETITE'TF'NT': 18^February ' 

AGE: 63" . 1948 : : : 

RESIDENCE: Chiba-Ken, Kgtori- DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: - 12- April 1948 
Gun, Sawara-Machi, 1 1695, Shimo- PLACE OF TRIAL:- Yokohama, Japan 
Shin,. Ha chi . •; > PERIOD .OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 

MARITAL'STATUS: Married . • 13 .F$y ‘1948 . . 

RELATIVES: 5 children' ; DATE OF SENTENCE,;,-, 13-Fay 1948' 

EDUCATION:' None >; SENTENCE: CHL for one (1) year 

VOCATION: Factdry. worker-' " " ' ; ■ GLFMF1TCY RECOMMENDED BY CO’IKl SSION: 

MILITARY CAREFRf None ' ' , ' No ' 


NAMEt Ka'n;}! N.emoto'.- - - . _ DATE OF CONFINEMENT: Not shown.-- 

AGE:A ,45 . . DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 

RESIDENCES. Chiba-Ken, Katori- PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 

Guh, S-awara Mac.hl,. No. 1717 PERIOD .OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 

MARITAL, STATUS: ‘ Not shown DATE OF'SENTENCE: None ^ 

RELATIVESNot shown NOLLE PROE'SED: i2'April 1948 

EDUCATION: " Not shown . ./ QLE?5FNCY- RE,QQMMENDFD BY COMMISSION* 

VOCATION: ? Government employee * " ■ 

MILITARY CAREER: Not shown ' . ' 


NAME:' ' JimbeI .AoyagI"'• *DATE OF CONFINE? T3NT: 18 February 

AGE:' ;• * 56 - . .. i. . 1948 

RESIDENCE: .1922 Terajuki, Sawara- DATE OF ARRATGNMENT: , 12 April 1^48 
Ma'chi, Yatori-Gpn, Chiba Yen PLACE OF TRIAL; Yokohama, Japan" ' 
MML STraS'I; Married PFRim W TRTfcT,: 12 April to 

RELATlVSS: 1 brother, 1 sister' 15 Hay 1§48 
EDUCATION: ‘ : -4 years elementary DATE- OF ACQUITTAL: 13 . May - 1948 '' 
VOCATION: -Plasterer ■ • ' '•' ' 

1!I LI TARY CARE-®: None •' . ' ' 


NA?JE.;,..„ShQtarn„ Sugo- .. .1...DATE..OF.CONFINEMENT:~18 February 

AGE: ' 44 . 1948 

RESIDENCE-:•' Chiba-Ken, Katori-Gun, DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12 April 1948 

rSawara-Macht, "3891 Sugado ' PLACE -©FERIAL: -. .Yokohama-, Japan 

MARITAL STATUS: Married PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948'to 

RELATIVES: 6 children,'father-, 13 May 1948 

.4 sisters DATE OF ACQUITTAL: 13 May 1948 

EDUCATION;.' 8 years ' F . * ' ’ ... ' • - , 

VOCATI ON: ' Supervi s or of . stevedores ' r - '• "* • - ' ' - * 

MILITARY CAREER; Service in 

Korea, 1925-1926,. China, 1937- • , , , . . 

i9a[S_ ddco^ajiflod L 103& * j . - 1 ' ' ' ; = ^ 

I * T « 1 .... 


r. —■* 


NAME: Tomoichi Suzuki DATE C-F CONFINE’TINT: . 18 February 

AGE: 46.' ' + - '.1.948 . 

RESIDENCE: Chiba-Ken, Katori- DATE-*OF'"'ARRAIGFTI-!EN l T;- 12 April 1948 
Gun, Sawara Machi, 2604 Terajuku-PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
7 MARITAL STATUS: Married PERIOD OF TRIAL: 12 April 1948 to 

RELATIVES: Father, mother, 13 -ay 1948'’ 

brother, 5 sisters^-.8.children DATE OF SENTENCE: 13 May 1948 
EDUC>fi.TXOMi h jina bd Blflaoatasjj SIMS'jkNCFi OKT. f"nn deb {T ) jraar 

. school ■ *’ • . •* CLEMESNCY RFC0- ITNDED BY COMMISSION: 

VOCATION: Shell Dealer ' ' No- •• 

MILITARY CAREER: .None' 
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, 2. Synopsis of Charges,. Pleas, 

■ > V ' %% £ ■ ’ • ■ ■ ■■ " 

Charges and -Specifications - (9 Feb.1948) 

Nozaki et • al l '. 

Charge: That'the ; following members 
of the imperial Japanese Army, and 
Japanese civilians, during the time 
of. war.- between the United States.jxf 
America, its Allies and Dependencies, 
and Japan, did violate the' Laws ahd 
Customs of War: 

• , .Seiji NOZAKI r. : ‘ 

Chiyoshi SHII10DA 
, Yoshio .SEINGO • 

:: fieima KASAI - ' ■ ' s '■ • " 

. iToiehi TAKA • 

Yoso .SAKAI : • 

, . Unosiike MOTOMIYA 
-Tejiro YAfiACriZAV/A • 
u Isaburo iSHII... 

, Tazuko. ISfilKARA, 

: ,?akakb HAGIKARA 
SeiIchiro FUJISAKI : 

Naozb XSHI DA.' ‘ 

.' i, 

:. •. • • -c ■ • 

Kazuya SAKAKIBARA . 

Kariji NEMOTO 

Jimbei AOYAGI 
: Shotarb SUGG • 

TOmbichi SUZUKI 



Sp -1: (.9 Feb 48), About 23 June 

1945,* the.accused Seiji Nozaki: 
did willfully and unlawfully par¬ 
ticipate in,;.permit' and allow the 
beating, torturing, mutilating, 
and-,)ft)Llihg"of. J-ohn ¥. Scanlan, 

Jr., an •American Prisoner*■ of vr ar, 
by allowing the 5aid John Vv Scan- 
lan, Jr,, to. be. tortured, bedten, 
clubbed and"mutilated by Japanese 
civilians .under the orders, direc¬ 
tion and^pbirmission of officers 1 
and, .solders under hib; command, all 
of which/was in pursuance of a joint 
and common design"of accused together 
with Chiyoshi Shimoda, Yoshio Shingo, 
Heima Kasai', Toichi Taka, Yoso Sakai 
and-niahy; other individuals composing 
a mob banded'together with the pur¬ 
pose and intent of beating,;tor- ' 
turingy. mutilating and killing the" 
said John V. Scanlan,-Jr. *• 

Sp- 2:S (9 Feb 48) ; About 23 June 

lv4£i the accused, Chiyoshi• 

Shimodd ^ did willfully-and unlaw¬ 
fully participate^in the beating, 
torturing, mutilating and killing 
of John-V. Scanlan, Jr., an Ameri-. 
can Prisoner bf War, by Ordering ' 
and directing that the said John V. 
Scanlan, Jr., be delivered to a 

(p 5 of 19, Nozaki et t 
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Findings and Legal Sufficiency: 

•‘ >- Legally 

Pleas Findings Sustained 


NG 

NG (R 286) 

•• 

NG 

G 

Yes 

NG 

G 

Yes 

NG 

NG 


NG 

G 

No 

NG 

NG 


NG 

G 

Yes 

NG 

G 

Yes 

NG 

' .... G ' ■ 

Yes 

NG 

NG 


NG 

NG 


NG 

Severed (R 21) 

-- 

NG 

Nolle Pros 
(R 228) 

—* 

NG - 

G 

Yes 

NG 

Nolle Pros 

(R 4, 5) 

-- 

NG 

NG 

... 

NG 

NG 


NG ■ 

G • 

Yes 

ITG 

NG (R 286) 



NG \ . -GYes 
except. the- word 
"mutilating" and 
the words "de-- 
livered" and 
"delivering'', sub¬ 
stituting. therefor 
the words "shown" 
and "showing" 
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Japanese civilian..mob' .arid by d.er 
live ring him to the, same, there¬ 
by resulting in his torture and 
•death, all of which was,..in, pur¬ 
suance of a joint and common 
design: of accused .together .with 
Seiji Nozaki.. Yoshio Shingo, Eeima 
Kasai, Toichi Taka, Yoso-Sakai and 
many-other individuals composing a 
•mob banded together, with 1 the pur¬ 
pose'.and intent-pf beating, tor¬ 
turing, mutilating ’and killing 
the said John V, Scanlan, Jr...I;- 

Sp 3: (9 Feb 48) About 23 June•. 

194?, the accused, ■'Vp.shto Shingo, 
did wi 11 f ul ly a rid' un i a wf ul l r y., p a r - 
ticipate in the beating’, - torturing, 
mutilating and killing of Jphfr.V. 
Scanlan, Jr.,, an American PFy by' 
advising and persuading Chiybshi 
Shimoda to* issue an order directing 
•that John.V. Scanlan, Jr., an;Ameri¬ 
can P ,:? -be* delivered to a Japanese 
civilian mob which.resulted ih the 
torture, beating,‘mutilation And 
death Of' said PW, all of’ which ; was 
in pursuance of a .joint and Uoftimon 
:design of accused together with 
Seiji Nozaki',' Chiyoshi' Shimoda, 

Heima Kasai, Toichi Taka, Yoso 
Sakai and many other individuals 
composing^ mob banded together 
with the’ purpose and intent of 
beating, torturing, mutilating and 
killing the said John V. Scanlan, Jr. 

Sp 4-: (9 Feb 48) About 23 June 

1945, the accused, Heima Kasai, did 
willfully and unlawfully partici¬ 
pate, .in -the beating: torturing, 
mutilating,.and killing of John V. 
Scanlan, Jr-, by ordering and 
directing .Yoso-.Sakai to mutilate, 
killahd\ bury John V. Scanlan, Jr., 
an American P ,?r , which order con¬ 
tributed to.the mutilation and death 
of said PW, .all of which was in 
pursuance of a joint and common de¬ 
sign.; of accused together with Seiji 
Nozakij-Chiyoshi, Shimoda, Yoshio 
Shingo y T.oichj. Taka, Yoso Sakai and 
many other individuals composing a 
mop banded together with the pur¬ 
pose and intent of beatingtor- .. 
turing, mutilating and killing the 
said John V. Scanlan, Jr* -. 

Sp 5: (9 Feb'48) About 23 June 

1945^ the. accused,Toichi Taka, did 
willfully and unlawfully partici¬ 
pate in the beating-,-turturing; 
mutilating and killing of John V. 
Scanlan, Jr*, an American' P’’’, by a 
civilian mob, by directing-and or¬ 
dering ’a military guard under his 


respectively; 
and except the 
remainder of the 
specification 
beginning with 
the words "all of 
which was in pur¬ 
suance of a joint 
and common design". 
Of the excepted 
words, Not Guilty; 
of the substituted 
words, Guilty. 


exce'pt the word in j 
"mutilating" and 
the word "de¬ 
livered" ; substi¬ 
tuting therefor 
the word "shown" 
and except the 
word "mutilation" 
and the words "all 
of which was in 
pursuance of a 
joint and common de¬ 
sign". Of the ex¬ 
cepted words, Not 
Guilty'; of the sub-' 
stituted word, Guilty. 


Yes 

in part 


except the word 
"mutilating" and •• 
the remainder of 
the specification 
beginning with the 
words "all of which 
was in pursuance of 
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command and in his presence to 
supervise the beating, torturing,. . 
mutilating and killing of said 
John Vi Scanlan, Jr., which order 
was then and there carried out, 
all .of which -was in. pursuance of a 
joint and common design of . accused 
together with Seiji. Nozaki, Chiyoshi 
Shimoda, Yoshio Shing.o, Eeima.Kasai, 
Yoso Sakai and many other individu¬ 
als^composing- a. mob banded together 
with the purpose and intent of 
beating, torturing,, mutilating and 
killing.the said John V. Scanlan, 

Jr. 


About 23 June 

1945y;"the' accused, .Yoso Sakai, 
did willfu.lly. and unlawfully par¬ 
ticipate in the .beating, torturing, 
mutilating and killing of Johii V. 
Scanlan, Jr.*, an American pw, arid 
in,the'.mutilating of his dying and 
dead body by cutting him with a 
sword, all of which was in pursu¬ 
ance of a joint and common design 
of accused together with Seiji 
Nozaki,.Chiyoshi Shimoda, Yoshio 
Shingo, Eeima Kasai, Toichi Taka 
and many other individuals composing 
a imbh. handed ;-together with the pur- 
po'S(Ei v bnd : 'intent, of .beating, tortur¬ 
ing'",- mutilating .&hd killing the said 
John ; V.-'Scdnlan,' Jr. 


Sp 7: (9 Feb 48) About 23 June 

1945, the accused, Unosuke ? : oto- 
miya,. did willfully and unlawfully 
participate in the beating, tor¬ 
turing, mutilating and killing of 
John V., Scanlan, Jr,., an American 
PW, by inciting.a civilian mob to 
torture, beat and kill the said' 
John V. Scanlan, Jr., thereby con¬ 
tributing to his death, all of 
which was in pursuance of a joint 
arid*Common design of accused to¬ 
gether with Seiji Nozaki, Chiyoshi 
Shimoda, Yoshio Shingo,.Eeima 
Kasai, Toichi Taka, Yoso Sakai.and 
many other individuals composing a 
mob banded together with the pur¬ 
pose and-intent of beating, tortur¬ 
ing, mutilating and killing said 

John V. Scanlan, Jr. 

* • 


Sp 8: (9 Feb 48) (As amended, 

R 15) About' 23‘AJ'une 1945, the 
following'.accused' did willfully 
and Unlawfully participate in the 
beating,• tojvtufing-,' mutilating and 
• killing of John VSqanTari 
,,an American PW’, by -beating, striking 
and otherwise. abus ing 'him-, all of 
which wa^. iri i; pursuanee bf a 'joint 
arid" common desigh of the - aGeuspd, 
together with Seiji Nozaki, ■Chiyoshi 




a joint and 
common design”. 

Of the excepted 
words, Not Guilty .. 



NG ~ NG 



j 

NG «■ G, Yes. ;. 

excerpt jibe word . in part 
'■'mutilatirig" and * 
the’words ."all -Of; 
which W.as. ■ini'pur*-- 
sua.ncej.of a;.joint- • 
and cprampn desigp". 

Of..the .excepted 
.words,. Not! Gjuilty. 



(p 7 of 19 , Nozaki et al v Case ://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9872(B 

/\ wfc ' h 







Shimoda, Yoshio. SH'ingo,. Helma Kasai-, 
Toichi Taka, Yoso Sakai,, and.many 
bther individuals composing, a mob. 
banded'together With the "purpose • 
and intent of beating, torturing 
mutilating and killing said John 
V. SCahlan-, Jr .? ; - - v • ■; ■■■■:■ 

Unosuke MOTOMIYA . \ 

T b j Ir o JYANAGIZAV/A 


.oc ' 1 


v- .? &: -•' i 


: T-f - * * ‘T 


* . 


Isaburo ISHII 


y 1 ; t. 


Tazuko ISHIFAHA 
Wakako KAGIFARA * 
• Seitaro FUJISAKI- 
Naozo ISHIDA ‘ 
KaZuya SAKAKIBARA 


Kanjl NBMOTO 
Jimbei -AGYAGI 
Shotaro SUGO . 
Tomoichi SUZUKI 


NG' 

' G } 

except the word 
"mutilating" and 
the remainder of 
the specification 
beginning with the 
words "all of 
which was In pursu¬ 
ance of a joint and 
common design". Of 
the exceoted words, 
Not Guilty. 

G 3 

except the word 
"mutilating" and 
the, remainder of 
the specification 
beginning with the . 
words "all of which 
was in pursuance of 
a joint and common 
design". Of the 
excepted words, Not 
Guilty. * 

NG 

NG • 

Severed (R 211 
Nolle Pros (R 228) - 
G 1 

except the word 
"mutilating" and 
the remainder of 
the specification 
beginning with the 
words "all of which 
was in pursuance of 
a joint and common 
design". Of the 
excepted words, Not 
Guilty. 

Nolle Pros (R 4, 5) 
NG 
NG. 

G Y 

except the word 
"mutilating" and 
the remainder of 
the specification 
beginning with the 
words "all of which 
was in pursuance of 
a joint and common 
design". Of the 
excepted words, Not 
Guilty. 
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NOZAKI 


Additional Charge: (19 Nov'47) 

That the accused, *a member of the ,- 
Imperial Japanese Army,-during the. 
time of war between tne liriSt ed 7 (■ 
States of America, its Allies and 
Dependencies, aii<i Japan, did violate 
the Laws and Customs of War. 

■ ■:**. , ' ,» - ,.} 
Sp: About 23 June 1945?-accused 
did unlawfully disregard and fail 
to discharge his duty as such com--•*" 
mander to control and restrain the 
members of his..command and persons 
Under his supervision and control 
by permitting them to order, per¬ 
mit, direct and participate in the 
beating, torture and Mutilation o‘f 
John V. Scanlan, Jr,/, a :wounded •. ■ i'■ V 
American PW, by a Japanese civilian • 
mob thereby contributing tp the 
death of said P W. 


SHI MO DA 


Additional Charge: (19 Npv .47) 
That the accused,® member of the 
Imperial Japanese Army, during the 
time of war between the United 
States of America, its Allies and 
Dependencies, and Japan, did 
violate the Laws-and Customs of- 


. NG 


• NG 
(R 286) 


War. 


Sp: About 23 June 1945, accused 
did unlawfully disregard and fail 
to discharge' his duty as Chief of 
Staff and Acting Commander to cen¬ 
tral'- and restrain the persons Under 
his supervision and control by per¬ 
mitting- them to' order, permit, 
direct and participate in the beat¬ 
ing, torture and mutilation of' 

John V. Scanlan, Jr., a. wounded 
American Prisoner bf War, by a 
Japanese civilian mob, thereby 
contributing to the death of said 
Pw. ."I '■ • ' 


NG--' • 

(R 286) 


For the Prosecutlor 


■The -violations of the Laws and Customs of n ar in the 
instant case occurred on or about 23 June 1945 at or near the Head¬ 
quarters of the 152nd Division, of .the Japanese Imperial Army, 
located at.Sawara-machi, Chiba-ken, Honshu, Japan. At that time and 
place, ah'American pilot,-one John V. Scanlan, Jr., was taken'prisone: 
by elements of the aforesaid unit, after parachuting to the ground 
from his disabled plane,-and was brought to the division headquarters 
in a seriously' wounded condition. Shortly thereafter, in compliance 
with requests of a civilian-crowd which had assembled in-the vicinity 
the prisoner was led to a point outside 'the headquarters compound, 
where he was set. upon by members of the crowd, then variously esti¬ 
mated to exceed two hundred in number, and was struck and beaten, 
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with'fists, clubs, and various other objects until he expired. At 
the time of-his apprehension, and during the occurrence's immediately 
preceding his; death, the prisoner was/suffering from bullet wounds '■ 
in the chest, and abdomen, which in themselves.were sufficient to cause 
death within a short- period of time, in the .'absence of prompt and 
adequate medical attention (Ex 4, 5, 8, 9, 10,'Ml, 12, 13‘, 23 5 H 32, 
44, 46, 64, 65, 66, '120, 121, 122, 124, 125, 126,-127, 549, 55O'; 551, 
552, 553, ^4,’55?, 56o; 561’ 5645. ..... . 


Nozakj 


As to Specification 1 (Nozaki): Not Guilty (R 286). 


Shimoda 


■ - : The accused.-Chiyoshi -Shimoda was a colonel in the Im-- 

perial Japanese Army, assigned for duty as Chief of Staff of the 
152nd Division, from March 1945 until the cessation of hostilities. 
On 23 ; June 1945, at the time of the above described occurrence, 
accused, in the absence of the commanding general, was in command of 
the division headquarters. 


As to Specification 2 ( Shimoda) ; Accused was found 
guilty of willfully and unlawfully’participating in the beating, tor¬ 
turing, and killing of the American prisoner Scanl'an, by ordering 
ahct directing that the said prisoner be shown to a civilian mob, and 
by’showing him to same, which resulted in the torture and'death of 
the prisoner.' Fvidenee was adduced to the effect that accused, in 
response to "a request from the civilian crowd passed on to him by a 
junior officer, ordered that the prisoner be taken out and shown to 
the crowd, and that, in compliance with said order, subordinates of 
accused led the prisoner to a point outside the headquarters compound 
where he was assaulted by members of the crowd until he expired (Ex 8, 
9, 16, 12 (p 4, 5), 19 (P 9), 21 (p 2, 3), 22; R 52, 69, 76, 114, 

115, 145, 153, 206, 219, 561, 564). 


Shingo 


The accused YOshio Shingo was a major in the Japanese 
Imperial Army, assigned for temporary duty with the 152nd Division, 
to observe staff functions and collect data, to be used in the acti¬ 
vation of a new division. At the time of the occurrence in question 
he was not assigned to, nor did he exercise any command authority . 
within, the 152nd Division. 


/• As to Specification 3 (Shingo) : Accused was found guilty 
of willfully and unlawfully participating in the beating, torturing 
and killing of the prisoner Scanlan, by advising and persuading 
Chiyoshi Shimoda, the Division .Chief of Staff, to issue an order 
directing that the prisoner be shown to a civilian mob. which resulted 
in the torture, beating and death, of the prisoner. Evidence was ad¬ 
duced to the effect that when Shimoda appeared to hesitate when told 
of the crowd’s request to see the prisoner, accused volunteered that 
he had seen such action taken before, and that it was a common thing 
to display prisoners for the purpose of arousing the people, ''here¬ 
upon Shimoda issued the order for the prisoner to be shown to the 
crowd (Ex 9 (p 3), 10 (p 2), 19 (p 9), 21; R 52, 206). 


Kasai 


is to Specification 4 (Kasai! 


Not Guilty. 


Taka 


The accused Toichi Taka was a lieutenant in the Japanese 
Imperial Army, assigned for duty in the Ordnance Section of the 152nd 
Division, On 23 June 1945, at the time and place of the occurrence 
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in question he. was ddWiled to, and was acting aSiduty officer for 
the division headquarters.- 

As to Speci fication 5 (Taka) ; Accused was found guilty 
of willfully and unlawfully participating in the beating, torturing 
and killing of the prisoner Scanlan by a civilian mob, by directing 
and ordering a military guard under his'Command and in his presence 
to supervise the beating, torturing and killing of the• prisoner-,, 
which said order,was'then and there carried out. Evidence was ad¬ 
duced to the- effect that as duty officer accused was commander of the 
post guard and was responsible for security, and for the maintenance 
of troop order and discipline, on .the post. Accused was at the scene 
of the beating throughout, the occurrence but personally took no ■ 
active part in same. The prisoner was the responsibility of the 
division intelligence section, members of which were with the pris¬ 
oner throughout the occurrence. No special orders were given to ac¬ 
cused with reference jto his-responsibilities toward the prisoner. 
Accused did not 'interfere bn behalf of the prisoner since he was told 
by a member .pf the intelligence section, who was in charge of the 
prisoner, that the action had been ordered by the Chief of Staff, 
and further because numerous officers,; superior in rank to himself 
were present, and apparently approved of the mistreatment of the 
prisoner (Fx-.--9 (p 4), 11 (up 7, 10, 11), 12 (pp 4, 5), 19 (pp 3, * 

7, 9, 11 , 12 )i R 27, 54 , 68 , 9 $, 99 , 100 , 115, 11<5. li7, 118 , llo,’ 

* if?’ hot’i 126 , . 127 , I 32 j 1'33j ■ 134 ,- 143, 14?, 153,- 204, 206 , 
219, 562, 585). Detailed inquiry into the Question of the duties 
and. responsibilities of the Duty Officer, at the headcuarters in 
question, with reference to the subject occurrence, was precluded by 
the Commission's ruling (R. 147) 


Sakai 


•Tfatomiva 


- Not (jftilty.- 


! The accused Unosuke 'T'otomiya was a Civilian resident of 

Sawara-machi, Chiba-ken, Honshu, Japan, in which city the headquarters 
of the 152nd'Division of the Japanese Imperial Army was located. 

1 As to Specification 7 (I'Otomiva) : Accused was found 
guilty of willfully and unlawfully participating in the beating, tor¬ 
turing, and'killing of the prisoner Scanlan, by inciting a civilian 
mob to torture, beat, and kill the said prisoner, thereby .contributing 
to his death. -Evidence-was adduced to the* effect 'that - accused, a 
person of some prominence in the community, mounted a bridge rail at 
the scene of the, occurrence and shouted instructions to the assembled 
crowd with reference to the manner in which the prisoner was to be 
beaten. (Ex 1L (p: 3.) ,V..l618; R 180, 181, 182, I83, 184, 185, 186, 187, 
188, .192, 193). ' ;- • .. ' ;. ' 

• As to Specification 8 ; .The following, named accused were 

civilian residents of Sawara-machi,'Chiba-ken^ Honshu, Japan, and 
were members of the, crowd which participated in the subject occurrence. 
They were charged with willfully and unlawfully participating in the 
beating, torturing and killing of the prisoner Scanlan, .by beating, 
striking- and - otherwise abusing him. • • ' ■ ...• 


The accused Tojiro Yanagizawa (alias Echigoya) was found 
guilty as charged, ’evidence being adduced to the effect that he was 
present in the crowd.at the time and place in question, and struck the 
prisoner about the face and back with,his open hand (Ex 11 (p 10, 11, 
12) ; R 122, I23, 124, 188', 1'99). ' ■ ...- .• ... 
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Ishii 


P ^ ^ , 


. The accused Isaburo Ishii was found guilty as charced evi— 

crowd adduced jj 0 * he effect that accused was present in the 

Scanlan t <'l h 122 im i24) <3 in auestion » a * d struck the prisoner 

■ Sakaklbdra - ■ ■ '• - • • 

evidence , 

swsrwywipr i?w * the prlsoner 

Suzuki - .• •: . : -' -i? ■ 

The accused Toriioichi; Suzuki was found'guilty as chafeed 

pp 

pu??o°2 of X identlfication"'(R°543K ““ W “ neSS ^ f0 ' ;u " Umlted 

, V - • • ; 3 

-Ptomiva ' .... 

As to the accused NnOsuke TT otomiyaHot Guilty. 4 

1 I , '.f 

Ishihara . ><■:; 

• ' *' * * * •V.i- j 1 '• . i 

As to the' accused'l'azuko Ishihara: 

Haeihara 

■ As to the accused w akako Fagihara: 

Fu.ilsaki • ’ ' 

As to the accused Seitaro Fujisaki: Severed’ (R 21). 

Ishida •• • 


Not Guilty. 


Not Guilty. 


As to the accused.Naozo Ishida: Nolle Proseoui (R 228 ). 

‘ 4 - ' ( 

■ Nemoto 

■As to the accused Kanji Nembto; Nolle Proseoui (R 4). 

Aoyaei ) ' ’ ‘ . . * 

As to the accused Jimbei Aoyagi: Not Guilty. 

' Sufeo ‘ r • 

As to the accused Shotaro Sugo: Not Guilty.-' 

Nozaki 

... ^s Charge and Specification dated 19 November 1947. 

(Seiji Nozak.i)i Not Guilty. • •• • . ’ 

Shimoda " • . , , 

As to the Charge and Specification dated 19 November 1947, 
(Chiypshi Shimoda).: Not Guilty (R 286). ■ 

. - * . . . * 

1 ‘ * ' f • 
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• • : _ Shimoda ' 

rp T 5?^ aC ^A«t d ?t*f°shi Shimoda, .being firs^ apprised .of hlsf 
rights (R 325, 408), took the stand and .testified unde? ' oath, in his 

+* ■’*.,* . r Jbe accused stated that he was approached by Lt. Suzuki of* 
the intelligence section who requested permission to show the prisoner 
to , sora ® civilians who had gathered at the headquarters. ‘ Accused was 
under the impression that there were only two or three civilians' 
present and that they only wished to see the prisoner. Ee at first 
refused permission but when the request was repeated he stated that 
P ermi f sable to Just sh ow the prisoner to the people. He 
denies that he authorized the prisoner's removal from the headquart era, 
or ordered; him turned over to the crowd. Fe states that he heard no f 

indicate the presence of a large crowd in the 
vicinity, P.e had no knowledge concerning the prisoner's mistreatment 
until after the latter's death. He .admits that he knew it was wrong 
to display the prisoner to civilians but stated that he granted the 6 
permission because he felt it could do no harm to permit a few civi- 
lians to. gratify their curiosity (Ex D (p 2, 3 ); R 385, 412 413 

414, 415, 416, 417, 420, 421, 423, 514, fl5j 524,' 525). 3 ’ 

Shlngo 

. . , Th ®.accused Yoshio Shingo did not testify in his own behalf. 

statement 2 ^’ states that he had no command 

That, in his presence. Shimoda had granted 
^* Suzuki to show the prisoner to the crowd, after 
which he ^.turned to accused and asked if such action would be all 
right; whereupon accused replied "I suppose it will be all right." 
he states that later, in reply to a further request by Lt. Suzuki, 

Shimoda granted permission to "bring him (the.prisoner) out." 

. ^ 4 ®o da . J n his testimony stated that he did not discuss the 
request to.show the prisoner with accused and did not remember whe- 
or not accused was present at the time that same was made. He 
coniirms the fact that accused was only present with the division 
426) n observer and possessed no command authority (R 410, 413, 422, 

Taka 

The accused Toichi Taka did not testify in his own behalf. 

, s . . Sergeant Takashima assigned to the intelligence section, in 
his statement (Fx D, p 4) states that the care and custody of the 
prisoner was the responsibility of the intelligence section and not 
oi the duty officer, in the absence of special orders. This state- 
me ?V, corroborated by the testimony of Shimoda, the Chief of Staff, 
and kinato, the Division Adjutant (R 415, 416, 483 ). As duty officer, 
accused was in charge of the post sentries, but some question is 
raised by the testimony as to whether the guards attending the pris- 

» °rother post guards not under the supervision or 
control of the duty officer (R 357 , 358 , 359, 364 ). 

Fotomiva 

. U 4 . /T, T ^AN C ? us , ed Unosuke ’‘otomiya, being first apprised of his 
v It? CR 325) took the stand and testified under oath in his own 
behalf. 

h* e admitted that^ he was at the scene of the occurrence but 
stated.: that he only remained at same for a period of four or five 
minutes; that he climbed up on the bridge railing only for the purpose 
rt) 8 v i ev / of the prisoner, over the heads of the crowd 

(.R 327)5 that he had no megaphone and made no speech, nor did he urge 

» 
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the crowd to attack the prisoner ; that he departed with the witness 
and never returned to the 'scene of the' occurrence 
’ ’ j 9 , ^“at'he did. not see the prisoner mistreated by <the crowd 

but heard about it approximately one week later (R 338 ). The accused 
stated that he was on unfriendly terms with both Oyagi, and Ito, the 
witnesses who testified against him .and that their, testimony was un¬ 
true (R 330, 331 , . 340,^341); The testimony of the.-. witnesses , Feyashi, 
--Otoose, Shibaand Nakamura, enlisted men who were present 
at the scene of the occurrence and observed same during various 

COI *roborate the testimony of accused (R 311, 
3^4,. 345, 3 , 2 , 359, 371,,377).: Accused'-s.-testimony is further corro- 
■ ?S r ?fio d F ^iraura, Nerooto. and Kajito.ri 

289, 29a» 303 ). In Exhibit E, the prosecution's witness, Oyagi, 
contradicts his previous incriminating statements .against accused, 
contained, in Exhibit 11. page 3. and Exhibit 16, However from the 

- loo) 187), he renounces the statements contained in 
Exhibit E and reaffirms the averments of'Exhibit 11 , page 3 . 

Yanaeizawa • ‘ J ' • 

The accused Tojiro Yanagizawa did not testify in his own 
defense nor was any substantial evidence adduced- bn his behalf.' 


.IsS 11 

s' 

The accused Isaburo Ishii did not testify in his own defense, 
nor was any substantial evidence adduced bn his behalf. 

r Sakak-ibara ' • ; '* 

The accused.Kazuya Sakakibara did not testify in his own 
defense, nor was any substantial evidence adduced on his behalf. 

Suzuki • 

~ m . • . ■ > • ■ • *** 

.. The accused Tomoichi Suzuki did not testify in his own 

defense, nor was any substantial evidence adduced on his behalf. 

4. . Opinion ; ' , 

The Commission was constituted by proper authority and had 
jurisdiction over the parties accused and of the offenses charged. 

There is, no evidence that the accused were not sane at the time of 
-the commission-of the alleged acts, or at the time of their trial. 

The accused were given a fair trial, and were ably defended. The 
accused ; Shimoda and Fotomiya took the witness stand and testified. 

-under oath in their own behalf (R 408-,. 325), the remaining accused,' 
of, their own volition, chose to forego that right. 

_ As .to Specification 2 fShlmoda) : The record is legally; 
sufficient to sustain the findings -of Guilty against the accused 
Shimoda under Specification 2, and of the Charge, dated -9 February 
I 948 . This accused was' a professional soldier, having had extensive 
military education, training, and experience. ‘At the time of the 
subject occurrence he held the rank of colonel and the responsible- 
position of a division chief of staff. His rank and assignment 
presume him to be a person of over average intelligence, and ability, 
re freely admits that, at the time of the commission of the act, he 
knew that it was improper, from a moral as well as a military stand- 
point , to - display a prisoner of war before a civilian crowd. He must 
further be held to a knowledge of the fact that the local populace 
was -in an agitated state at that time, due to the air raid which had 
°nly just occurred, and t.o the imminent threat of invasion which had 
keyed the local temperament to a high degree of tension. In addition 
to the _f or.egping., -the prisoner was in a seriously wounded condition 
and in urgent need- of immediate and extensive medical attention. The 
issuance of the order by accused to show the prisoner to the civilian 
populace, under such circumstances, can only be viewed as an act of 
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^ extern 0 barbarity and- an atrocity of the most cruel and inhuman 
nature, calculated to further arouse the violent, instincts of the 
people, and, constituting an invitation to the crowd to commit acts . 
of violence -upon the person of the prisoner. A reasonably prudent 
person would, and—should, have foreseen the conseouences of such an 

k ^ n that violence to the person of the prisoner 
could be anticipated as-a natural and probable result thereof. It 
must therefor be presumed that the accused foresaw and intended the 
consequences of his act, and his responsibility therefor, is complete 

resul'tpd^fn^'t-hp' 36 ? a ? cus ® d s f t , in motion a chain of events, ivhich ? 
resulted m the mistreatment and death of the. prisoner, .and but for 

his order, the atrocity could not have occurred.. The evidence taken 
as a whole, establishes the accused's guilt, under Specification 2, 
beyond a reasonable doubt. ’ 

3 (Shinto): The record is'legally suf- 
ficient to sustain the findings of guilty against the accused Shingo 
under Specification 3, and of the Charge, Accused was a graduate of 
a Japanese military academy, had seventeen.years experience in the 
can be presumed to have possessed knowledge 'of the respon- 
sibiliti.es of an apprehending force toward a prisoner of war. Never- 
t 5 e } ea ; the evidence establishes the fact that he encouraged and 
advised Shimoda to issue the order for the display of the prisoner to 
the civilian crowd. At the time Shimoda knew that such an order Was 
improper, and was apparently somewhat hesitant to issue same, and the 
evidence md.ic.ates that it was the voluntary remarks of accused 
rJ- 1 ?- ?y e ? ca J®®- Shimoda 's doubts, and influenced his final decision. 

■ie it J ls true that accused was not assigned to the 152nd Division 
possessed, no command authority therein, and was junior to Shimoda 
and could not issue an order binding upon the latter, nevertheless 
. his.action undoubtedly influenced Shimoda's decision and was instru- 
mental in putting in motion the chain of events which resulted in the 
mistreatment and death of the prisoner. The evidence, establishes the 
guilt of accused.under Specification.3* beyond a reasonable doubt. 

d°mmission, in its finding, excepted the following words of the 
specification, "all of which was in pursuance of a joint and common 
design, and found accused Hot Guilty thereof. The remainder of the 
sentence, following immediately after the above quoted words should 
also be excepted since same is unsupported by the evidence and was 
apparently included in the findings, inadvertently. 

. . As,to Specification 5 (Taka); The findings of guilty, 

against accused, underthisspecification should be disapproved. 

Accused, a lieutenant, was shown to have been detailed as Duty Officer 
0f tlle su N ect occurrence, but his precise duties, respon¬ 
sibilities, and.authority, as such, with reference to the occurrence, 
were not established, nor was it shown that he possessed.any authority 
.or jurisdiction over the person of the prisoner. On the contrary the 
evidence shows that the care and custody of the prisoner was the 
responsibility of the division intelligence section, and a represen- 
tative of that section was present at-the scene, throughout the entire 
occurrence, and was actively engaged in the conduct thereof. There 
is no showing that the responsibilities of the intelligence section 
were transferred_in any degree to the accused, by virtue of special 
or otherwise. It has not. been established that the particular 
soldiers who accompanied the prisoner to the scene of the beating and 
there after remained, were part.of the guard complement under the 

flfrr io it ah own fhft Igitr& sussiyki. any 

fT--ri- s«=s=iss to sapei-ofge s™ eelitfig st fit! SRplf- 

Y' 1 '®® the beating. On the contrary .t.h.e. evidence shows that said 
soldiers, with the assistance of the sergeant from the intelligence 
section, attempted to withhold the crowd and protect the prisoner, 
no avail, since, their numbers were- insufficient. Under the 
evidence, the most that can be said to have, been established against 
accused is, that he was present, and did not take action to halt the 
proceedings. However, in .view of the fact that he had been told that 
same was in' pursuance of an order of the Chief of Staff, and that 
numerous officers, superior in rank to himself, were present at the 
post, and sqme present at the scene of' the beating itself, all of 
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whom apparently approved of the action, his failure to act is under¬ 
standable. Except for having been physically present, it does not ' 
appear that accused personally, took any affirmative or positive action 
in connection with the incident nor can it be said that any conduct 
on his part materially-contributed thereto. The evidence submitted 
by the prosecution, taken as a.whole, fails to establish the guilt 
of accused,- under Specification 5, beyond a'reaSonable doubt. 

As,_to_. Specification 7 OrotomiVaT ; The record is legally 
sufficient to sustain the findings. of Gulley against the, accused'V ~" 
Motomiya, jinder Specification 7, and of the -Charge. The’, testimony, 
of the various witnesses,'both for the prosecution anot^he defense, 

W3s given in the presence of. the* Oboffiiissiori^ which hed an opportunity 
to hear same, and to observe the demeanor- of the witnesses in the 
course of their testimony. Although, some inconsistencies and con¬ 
tradictions occur in the testimony, the Commission was Qualified 
to weigh and. evaluate all'the evidence, and;\t£Ldetermine where the 
truth lay. .The finding of guilty,'against accused, under Soecifica- 
tion 7, should therefore, not,;bc.disturbed. The Commission'in its 
finding, excepted the following words of the • specification "all of 
which was-in pursuance of a Joint arid'common design," and found 
accused not guilty thereof. The remainder of the sentence, following 
immediately af ,er the above quoted words- should also be excepted, 
since same is unsupported by the evidence,' and was apparently in¬ 
cluded in the findings, inadvertently. • - : ;• 

As to Specification 8 : ■ y ' 

_ 4 .. Yanagizawa; The record is legally sufficient to sustain the 
findings of Guilty against the accused Yanagizawa under Specification 
«, and of the Charge. The testimony of the witnesses and the affi¬ 
davits, submitted by fhe : prosecution, in the absence of any evidence 
m rebuttal by the defense, establish the guilt of accused, under the 
named specification, beyond a reasonable .doubt. • 

, J.shij,; The record is legally sufficient to sustain the ; 

findings of C-uilty against the accused Ishii under Specification^, 
and of the Charge. The evidence submitted by the prosecution against 
himj in the absence of. any evidence in'rebuttal by the defense, es¬ 
tablishes- the guilt of accused, under the named specification beyond 
a reasonable doubt. - ■ 


Sakakibara: The record is legally sufficient to sustain the 
findings of Guilty against the accused Sakakibara, und.e-r Specification 
o’, and of the Charge. The testimony of the witnesses and the affi¬ 
davits, submitted by the prosecution, in the absence of any evidence 
in rebuttal by the defense, establish the 'guilt of accused .under the 
named specification, beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Suzuki: The record is legally sufficient to'sustain the 
findings.of Guilty against the accused Suzuki, under Specification 8, 
and of the Chafge. Although the only evidence submitted by the prose¬ 
cution to sustain- the charge against accused is the affidavit of his 
co-accused Ishii (Ex 17) ) such .evidence has been held to be legally 
sufficient. In the case of U.S. v Ichinoe, #265, Pi 13 (Citing U.S. 
v Nakamura, et al), it was held that "statements In an affidavit 
made by one accused, incriminating a co-accused, may be considered 
for their probative value as evidehce against the co-accused." It has 
further been consistently held that one affidavit is legally suffi¬ 
cient to sustain a conviction (U.S. v Katsura, #59). The affidavit' 
m question was not a self serving statement, and the Commission was 
empowered, to give^it such probative value, as it. was deemed to merit.. 

The finding• of guilty,- against accused under Specification 8,’ should 
therefore, not be disturbed. 

5. Recommendations ; 

"There are no recommendations for clemency from any members 
of the Commission. Letters of clemency submitted by others have been 
r carefully read arid considered. 
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The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for forty <40) years. The-sentence is legal. 

It is recommended that the findings of the Commission be 

approved. 

It'is recommended that.the sentence be approved. The accused 
was confined 20 February 1947, went to trial on 12 April 1948, and 
was sentenced on 1-3 Hay 1948. In compliance with established policy, 
because of the length of time he was in confinement prior to date of 
sentence, it is recommended that twelve (12) months of the sentence 
of. confinement, at-hard labor -.imposed, be remitted . 



The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for five (5) years. The sentence is legal. 

It is recommended that findings of the Commission be approved. 


* By comparison with sentences imposed by other Commissions 
for offenses similar to that of which., this accused has been found 
guilty, the sentence is believed to be excessive. It is recommended 
that only so much of the sentence as provides for confinement at hard 
labor for three. (3) .years be approved. The accused was- confined on 
27 September 1947, went to trial on 12 April 1948, and was sentenced 
on 13 Hay 1948'. in compliance with established policy, because of 
the length of time he was in confinement prior to date of sentence, 
it,is-recommended that four and one-half (4£) months of the sentence 
of confinement at hard labor imposed, be remitted.,. 


Taka 


The .Commission sentenced the; accused to confinement at hard 
labor for five (5) years. The sentence is not legal. 


For the reasons as above set .forth (par. 4), it is recom-. , 
mended that the findings of the Commission and the sentence imposed, 
be disapproved. 


.■The accused was confined on 27 June 1947, went to trial on 
12 April 1948 j .and v/as sentenced-on 13 May 1948.- 


Hotomiva 


The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for five (5) years. The sentence is legal. 


approved« 


It is recommended that the findings of the Commission be 


By comparison with sentences imposed by other Commissions 
for offenses similar .to that of which the accused has been found 
guilty, the sentence is believed to be excessive. It is. recommended 
that only so much of the sentence as provides for confinement at hard 
labor for three (3) years, be approved. The accused was confined on 
1 December 1947, went to trial on 12 April 1948, and was sentenced 
on 13.May 1948. In compliance with established policy, because of 
the length of time he was in confinement.prior to date of sentence, 
it is recommended that two and one-half (2-|) months of , the sentence 
of confinement at hard labor imposed, be.remitted. _ 


Xpnagiqawd 


.The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for-one'(1) year. The sentence is legal. 
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approved. 


• \ -c. 

It is recommended that the findings of the dornmissioh be 


It is recommended that the sentence be approved. The 
accused was confined on 1 December 1947, went to trial on 12 April' 
1948, and was:.: sentenced on 13 May 1948. In compliance with esta¬ 
blished policy, because of the length of time he was in confinement 
to « ateo .£ sentenc’d, it- is recommended that two and one-half 
remitt§d thS ° f the sentence of confinement 1 at hard labor imposed be 


/ . Ishii 


. . . ■ Cemmissibn-s.ehtdnced; the ; accused to confinement at hard 

labor for 1 ; one (1) year. The'hentepc'e is; legal. ' 

It is recommended that'"the findings of the. Commission be 
approved. ! ™ 


, * * u \ 4*-- 

It is recommended that the sentence be approved; 


The accused was opnfihed':pn"% December 19.47,-went to trial 
on 12 April 1948, and was sentenced on 13 : May 1948. In compliance 
with established-policy, because of the length of time he was in 
confinement prior to date of sentence, it is recommended that two 
and one-half ( 2 f) months of .the sentence, of confinement at hard labor 
imposed be remitted. 1 f- ■' • « 


Sakakibara 


. , ' ^- e Commission. sentenced ,th,e 'accused to confinement at hard 

labor for one (1) year. The sentence is legal.' 


approved 


It- is recommended that -the findings of the Commission be 


It' is recommended that the sentence be approved. The 
accused .was confined pn 18 . February 1948,.went to trial on 12 April 
1948, and was sentenced on 13 May 1948. 


Suzuki 


The Commission sentenced the'accused to confinement at hard 
labor for one (1) year. The sentence is legal. / ■ 


approved 


' ’ . . . ’ • v : 

It is recommended that the findings of the'Commission he 


It is recommended that the sentence be approved., The.acr-. 
ws f confined on 18 February 1948, went to trial on 12 April 
1948, and was sentenced on 13 n a y 1948 . 


6 . Action; 


Attached hereto are forms of action designed to carry into 
effect the above recommendations. 


THOMAS L. MAGEE 
' Reviewer 

Judge Advocate Section 
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carefully n studied! eneral * Th6 briefs su PP lled b y each side have been 

nnrt J;„?°i*£ 6nside E ed th ~ b the sentences of Shingo or of Motomiya 

thp n^ he v!-? m u m 5u rs of the mob are ad equate punishment for 

the offenses of which they were convicted. Shingo and Motomiva as 

and a n - c } te T s ? f the tra 8 ic ©vent are important accessories 
SoSL^nS?*? 8 Pf inc J;P als in this criminal homicide. The other four 
were participants of lesser caliber but nonetheless vicious volunteers 

results° UP actl0n which was intended to have and did achieve fatal 

. . is a s ° urce of gratification to those charged with the con- 

uct of war crimes trials to note the following extract from remarks 
of Japanese counsel in his closing argument: 

i nn J^ n this.important trial the Commission made very close, de- 

e ^ air,i ^ a ii°n Of all evidence which attitude is- very 
1Sgal b0dieS and ln thS ^estigatlSn 

w _ hoiTofr Co ^ isSi ° n 's fair, reasonable and just attitude has made, 
r® ® great effect upon the minds of the Japanese people, 

y this trial we are positive that the Japanese people have learned 
what Democratic legal proceedings is like." 

~ conclusion, we express deep gratitude and respect to the 

Commission for this fair trial." 

Q aH, 1 a Di ^ a S pr ^ al o 0f T aka ' s sentence and approval of all others as 
adjudged by the Commission are recommended. Alternate proposed 
actions to implement these recommendations are attached. 


ALLAN R BROWRE 
Lt Col, JAGC 
Army Judge Advocate 
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